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UN Security Council 2021

Africa Group (elected): Niger, Tunisia, Kenya

Asia Group (elected): India, Viet Nam

UNSC Rotating Presidency: 

USA - March 2021

Viet Nam – April 2021

China – May 2021
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Realities of “Anglophone Crisis” in Feb 2021

1. Cameroon government hardliners have a two-pronged strategy:
1. Placate international community with the façade of reform:

• Flawed presidential, National Assembly, and regional elections
• “National Dialogue,” “Special Status,” & a new commitment to decentralization
• Bilingualism Commission / DDR
• Confuse international community through language of “war on terrorism” 

2. Double down on military solution to the Anglophone crisis while 
ignoring insecurity in the Far North and refusing to engage any 
international mediation processes

2. There is no sign yet of external influence to change hardliner’s strategy:
• UN Security Council and regional organizations effectively paralyzed, incl. AU/ECCAS 
• Late 2019 AGOA eligibility withdrawal  Cameroon never a significant beneficiary
• Feb 2019 Reduction of US security assistance  some but limited impact: US 

equipment and capacity-building delivered previously for Boko Haram operations 
redeployed to NW/SW; but exports still allowed and ongoing

• USAID and IFI financial flows continued unabated as the crisis worsened between 
2017-2020

• Some talk, but no movement on targeted personal (travel, financial, criminal) sanctions 
on individuals in positions of political or military authority

• 2021  increases in global commodity prices (oil, natural gas, wood) will add some 
fiscal flexibility to regime
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Bamenda Airport
By mid-2020

For more information, see:
Burton & Roberts (Nov 2020): https://anglophonecrisis.org/2020/11/22/has-the-anglophone-crisis-diverted-cameroons-resources-from-fighting-boko-haram

Roberts & Burton (Nov 2020): https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/11/22/cameroons-government-is-deceiving-the-west-while-diverting-foreign-aid/

Late 2020 imagery 
shows further 

expansion of both 
the police and BIR 

bases.
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US FMS: Two Cameroon Air Force ISR Cessna Caravans (in transit 
January 2018 / in Garoua by early Feb 2018) & officially handed 
over in Yaoundé in May 2018 (Equipped with Canadian L3 Wescam 
optics & PWCanada PT6 engines)

Cameroon (reported to be BIR) received a ScanEagle 
UAV ISR system from USA in 2016. 

North American Support for Cameroon Security Forces

Evidence of new APCs 
from Canada delivered to 
the BIR.

Cameroon (BIR) took delivery of 
two additional (used) Bell 412EPs 
in 2019, at least one bought from 
a broker in the USA.  

These Bell 412s are uniquely North American, with 
manufacturing, avionics, customization on both sides 
of the border, with Canadian-built PWC engines.



Petition to the Government of Canada (presented November 2020)

Whereas:

• Canada and Cameroon, two of the few English-French bilingual countries in the world, have nearly 60 
years of direct diplomatic and development relations with over $1 billion in Canadian bilateral official 
development assistance provided to Cameroon since the 1960s;

• In 2016, peaceful demonstrations in Anglophone Cameroon were met with violence by Cameroonian 
security forces, sparking the three-year, ongoing Anglophone Crisis;

• Since 2016, rights groups in Canada and Cameroon have documented hundreds of serious human 
rights abuses, including crimes against humanity, in Cameroon’s Anglophone regions:

• At least 3,000 people have been killed and more than 200 villages have been burned:

• Over 650,000 citizens have been displaced, due to violence perpetrated by both Cameroon military and 
non-state armed groups; and

• Because of the Crisis, more than 800,000 children have been unable to go to school for nearly four 
years.

• We, the undersigned, citizens and residents of Canada, call upon the Government of Canada to:

1. Publicly condemn the violence and human rights abuses perpetrated by all sides in the 
Anglophone regions of Cameroon; and

2. Put direct and sustained diplomatic pressure on the Government of Cameroon to engage in 
meaningful negotiations for peace, mediated by an independent third party (such as the 
proposed Swiss talks).
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This was the first of three petitions sent to the House of Commons about Cameroon 
between Nov 2020 – Feb 2021, with more in-progress. 



Government of Canada Response to the Petition (January 2021) - (January 2021) / Signed by
Parliamentary Secretary: Rob Oliphant

• The Government of Canada is deeply concerned by the continuing violence in the Northwest and Southwest regions of 
Cameroon. Canada fully supports the rights to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly as well as democracy 
in Cameroon, as well as in countries around the world.

• Canada has consistently and publicly condemned violence and human rights violations in Northwest and Southwest regions of 
Cameroon and continues to encourage all parties to the conflict to seek a negotiated solution.

• In addition to public statements, Canada raises its concerns about the situation in Cameroon in international fora, including at
Cameroon’s most recent Universal Periodic Review at the United Nations Human Rights Council on May 16, 2018. Canada also 
joined 38 other countries in a joint statement on Cameroon at the United Nations Human Rights Council on March 21, 2019. 
The statement urged the Government of Cameroon to accept offers of assistance from regional and international partners to 
prevent further erosion of the human rights of those living in the Northwest and Southwest regions of Cameroon, resulting 
from the conflict between armed separatists and the Government of Cameroon.

• Canada’s High Commissioner to Cameroon and Global Affairs Canada officials have also raised Canada’s concerns with 
Cameroonian authorities and urged the Government of Cameroon to take steps towards a negotiated solution. Most recently, 
Canada’s High Commissioner to Cameroon visited the Southwest region and signalled Canada’s ongoing concerns with various 
stakeholders, including civil society and government officials.

• Canada calls on Cameroon to redouble its efforts to peacefully resolve the crisis in the Northwest and Southwest region. In 
this regard, the Government of Canada supports the efforts of Switzerland and the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD) to 
facilitate an inclusive negotiation process in the Northwest and Southwest regions of Cameroon. Canada provides funding for 
HD’s facilitation efforts and for the Swisspeace Foundation’s support for civil society peacebuilders in Cameroon.

• Canada will also continue to call for the respect for human rights and call for a negotiated dialogue as the best means of 
peacefully resolving this crisis. 8
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1. Explicit support for International Fact-Finding Missions and/or 
investigations to be on ground concurrent to any ceasefire.

2. Careful guidance for USAID, OGDs, and especially Treasury (re: 
American IMF and WB directors) re: supporting financial packages 
for Cameroon regime that could be used directly or indirectly to 
support the regime’s ongoing commitment to the military option.

3. Recognition that America’s closest bilateral partner, Canada, needs 
to be part of a coordinated, North American position re: Cameroon 
(both in terms of bilateral relations but also within multilateral 
fora). 

4. Need to differentiate between regime hardliners and those who 
want to actually solve the political, economic, and security crises 
for the benefit of all Cameroonians.

What’s missing in S.R. 684?


